Space for Art Case Study: Hampton Junior School

Written by Caroline Corker, Advanced Skills Teacher

	Cost of project
So far, the project has cost nothing apart from the time and dedication of 30 children who attend a weekly after-school Art Club, supported by a couple of enthusiastic parents and an art teacher who is on a mission to provide the best facilities for teaching and learning about art. 

Timing
October 2002 - February 2003

Dimensions
Approximately 80 m2


Project title

‘A vision for the Arts in the 21st century at Hampton Junior School’ by the Art Club – Hampton, Middlesex

Participants

The children, aged from eight to ten years, designed their ideal art space with the support of parents Helena Carter and Caroline Allen. Caroline Corker, Advanced Skills Teacher in primary art, provided guidance and advice. 

Timescale 

The project was introduced to Art Club participants in October 2002, since when the pupils have been working on their designs and models for 75 minutes every Thursday afternoon during term-time. On 13 February 2003 the project culminated in an exhibition of the children’s work, hosted by themselves, at which the pupils were able to explain their work and discuss their ideas with governors and an interested architect, David Loxton.

Location 

The club meets in the only suitable space out of the classrooms, which houses the school’s library. The children believe that this small Victorian building, separate from the main school building and measuring approximately 80 m2, is ideal for an art room because ‘it has a sink, lots of light and the door leads out onto the quiet garden area of the playground’ (Art Club member).

Project summary

What started out as a brief for a curriculum project contributing to national research on ‘creative spaces’ (funded by the Clore Duffield Foundation) led the children to explore ideas about what makes an ideal practical art space. The pupils produced designs, both imaginary and realistic. They thought about the different people who might use the space and how their needs could be incorporated. They produced 3D models out of cardboard boxes and scrap materials.

Then things got personal! The children began to wonder whether their brilliant ideas could be brought to life and whether their designs could be made into a REAL art space for the school and the community. 

We went on a ‘walk about’ around the school and its outbuildings (library, canteen and music room) to identify suitable spaces that might lend themselves to practical and creative learning. It was decided that the library would be the best room for making into an art room, so that was where the Art Club established itself: ‘Our art space, which happens to have a load of books around the walls!’

The project has captured the hearts of the Headteacher, Malcolm Rivers, the governors and the PTA, and a successful seed challenge grant bid to the Richmond LEA has pledged £8000 matched funds to relocate the school library and create an art suite within the current library space. The children were informed that they would have their own creative space by September 2003.

Background
The aims of the project were many and varied:

· To provide excellent in-school visual arts facilities including 3D, ceramics, photography and digital art (areas in which current art provision is weaker due to lack of space, facilities and storage)

· The space will be made available to Richmond LEA’s able and gifted programme

· The space will exhibit a changing gallery of creative work produced by pupils, visitors and professionals

· The School has achieved Artsmark Gold and is the base for the Borough’s Advanced Skills Teacher for primary art. The School is, therefore, expected to set high standards in arts provision for itself and the whole of Richmond, through AST outreach

· The room will be a base teaching room for the Art AST and practising artists-in-residence

· The Art room will be a training facility for the borough’s teaching staff, including Key Teachers and NQTs, to learn the practical skills that are often neglected in the teacher training programme

· The space will be made available to pupils at play times and particularly at lunchtimes, when boredom and disruption are most likely to set in

· The pupils will have an input into the management and running of the Art room (as inspired by the innovative Room 13 at Caol Primary School)

· After-school art clubs will be held in the Art room

· The space will be made available at weekends and holidays for local artists to run courses

· The Art room will be made available to the community as well as to the School, as a self-contained unit with separate toilet facilities and street access

· The space will transform an old school building and offer significant opportunity in Hampton, which has a chronic lack of amenities

The development process

The Art Club children have undertaken the development process, building a great, in-depth knowledge of what makes a good art space, both visually and practically:

‘A communal “chill-out” seating area in the shape of a boat.’

‘A “feely wall” for sight-impaired children, made from shapes of rough

(sandpaper), smooth (mirror) and fake fur textures.’

‘A toddler area, where the little brothers and sisters could play while the older child did art with their parents.’

‘We need toilets, storage, places to sketch, materials, tables and chairs and of course a sink.’

Transforming the library into an art space on the budget that we have secured should not be too difficult, we think – but how many times have you heard that? 

Initially, we will have to spend time and money on re-locating the library into the main school building. We already have water and a small kitchen area in the space, and a store cupboard. On the advice of our architect (who is also a governor), we should be able to fit two Belfast sinks and suitable surrounds, and run the water through the existing mains. Underneath the existing carpet is a beautiful parquet floor, which is in need of a little attention but is ideal for an art space. 

There are two entrances, one at either end of the building. The entrance nearest to the main school building will be the children’s entrance and will house a cloakroom area and a disabled toilet. The far entrance will be enclosed by iron railings and be accessed from the road, to be used by the community, out of school hours. 

We have adequate tables and chairs but would prefer stackable stools and higher tables; we might have to wait for other funding for these. We already have a boat seating area which will be incorporated into the new space. Some of the children’s design ideas can be incorporated straightaway; others will need to wait for additional funding.

The outcome

The aim of the project was to explore ideas about what makes an ideal practical art space, and to investigate and use materials and processes to communicate ideas and experiences. The children’s designs and models were very impressive in themselves, but the thought, investigation and process are of equal value to their creative development. The project has changed the way in which the children and parents involved will view a creative space and, if there are the next generation of architects and designers amongst this group of children, the impact of this project may have far-reaching consequences. Who knows? Nothing concrete has happened yet, but what has occurred – which is pretty ground breaking – is that adults are listening to children, respecting and valuing their ideas and taking them seriously.

Lessons learned

The project was highly successful in motivating the children and developing their thinking skills. The children’s consideration for the community, young children and the disabled, as well as the thought that went into the use of the space and how to use the materials, demonstrated their fearless attitude and their imaginative, creative intuition. This has generated a mutual respect for each other’s opinions and ideas, which is how progress can be achieved in the teaching and learning of art and design, in a primary school.

Key factors

The last words must come from Sarah Carter, Art Club member, aged nine:

‘We learnt that art spaces are important because you need space to work and store all the paints and materials. Your art space needs to have lots of light, storage and feel things.

We done a garden because we thought it was important to have somewhere to paint plants and little lakes. In our garden we put some chairs so people could sit and paint and blind people or people in a wheel chair could sit and listen. There is also a bridge over the lake to make things more interesting.

Inside we put a toilet because we use the library as our art area and we have to walk across the playground to get to the toilet. Near the toilet is a comfy area so people can relax.

We thought it was a good idea to put shiny walls in so it could reflect all the other pictures on the walls on the other side. We also found out that purple was the best colour to reflect. We put lino on the floor so that it would be easy to wipe and we had easy to wipe tables.

The taps are concertina and you can push them in so if you have your hands full you can push them with your elbow and you can push them in to stop.’
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